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But broader and still boundless is the soul of I he people populating these
spaces.
The Russian people, possessors and jealous guaixlkms of these spaces, are
historically accustomed to approach all problems and events not so much with
cold intellectual calculation as rather with the ardent force of their spacious
hearts. They are ready for any sacrifices, especially when their living space is
threatened by strangers.
The Orthodox Church has left an indelible mark on the life and outlook of
the people. Our forefathers held it as the highest aim in fife to serve the good
and the true. The Russian people are a people who boar God in their hearts
and a people of achievement. They are always striving irresistibly after divine
truth, in passionate quest.
Look at how the Russian State was founded. At the beginning of their
historical life our forefathers sought for a centre which might hold together the
diverse tribes spread over the Southern Russian plains. Several towns were
marked out. Which of them was given preference and why? Kiev, because
there the light of sanctity had been kindled. St. Antony and St. Thcodosius
founded there the Pcchcrsky Monastery, thereby drawing (he hearts and eyes of
Orthodox people thither.
In the 13th century Kiev was devastated by the Tartars and reduced to ruins,
together with other towns in the south of Russia. Life ebbed from the south to
the north. There a new centre was sought which might keep them all together.
Vladimir, Suzdal, Tver vied to be first, but Moscow, insignificant at the time,
was chosen because St. Peter and St. Alexis were living and working there,
and in particular St. Sergius of Radonezh was living near by. From them shone
the light of sanctity which before had drawn the people to Kiev.
Over three hundred years passed. Peter the Great desired to transfer the
capital to the shores of the Gulf of Finland. Unwillingly the Russian people
moved there; the new capital did not attract them, and the indexible tsar had to
make an extraordinary effort to compel his subjects to accommodate themselves
to Ms decision to make Petersburg the capital of Russia. Out he was wise and
astute, and therefore he understood that the hearts of the Russian people would
only be drawn to the new centre of State life if the light of sanctity were kindled
there. For this purpose he transferred from Vladimir to the new capital the
relics of the holy Prince Alexander Ncvsky, and, perhaps more important,
furthered the restoration and flowering of the Valaam Monastery, where lay the
relics of St. Sergius and St. Herman, who had become illustrious in the
ancient vast territory of Novgorod. These were their own, local saints, and
they strongly drew the hearts of the people there and reconciled them with the
new centre of Russian life. The wise tsar thus attained his object.
The general affairs and interests of the Church were not the exclusive domain
of the hierarchy. The faithful took a lively part in them, so far as their religious
understanding permitted them to do so. The vitality of the Church and its
influence on all aspects of social life found expression in the fact that the churches
in villages and towns were centres both of religious and communal .life. One
and the same bell summoned the people to prayer in church and also to the
common assembly for the joint consideration of communal and national affairs.
The cities themselves were looked upon as belonging to their cathedral and
being, as it were, its district. Novgorod was the city of St. Sophia, Pskov of
the Holy Trinity, Moscow and Vladimir were abodes of Our Lady. Our fore-
fathers tried to place their whole lives, private and public, under the protection